
 VANCOUVER SCHOOL BOARD 

BOARD / COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
 

                                       Tuesday, April 11, 2017 at 5;00 PM  
Boardroom, VSB Education Centre 

1580 West Broadway, Vancouver 
 

AGENDA 
 

The meeting is being held on the traditional territory of the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh Coast 
Salish peoples. 
 
I. Call Meeting to Order 
 
II. Resolution to Appoint an Acting Superintendent of Schools 
 
III. Resolution to Dissolve the Board Meeting into Committee-of-the-Whole 
 
IV. Delegations re:  2017/2018 Preliminary Budget Proposals 
  
 1.   Vancouver Elementary School Teachers’ Association (VESTA) 
 2.   A. Dow 
 3.   J. Lam 
 4.   Students from Gathering Place Education Centre 
 5.   V. Thomas 
 6.   J. Lau 
 7.   J. Mulder 
 8.   B. Wilder 

9.   J. Kehler 
10. F. Ahadzadeh 

 11. M. Maynard 
 12. B. Paterson 
 13. Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) Local 15 
 14. J. Sims 
 15. R. Tong 
 16. R. Stewart 
 17. C. Ann 
 18. E. Tin 
 19. D. Geiser 
 20. K. Black 
 21. P. Bacchus 
 22. L. Mitchell 
 23. Parents from Prince of Wales Mini School 
 24. C. Smith 
 25. D. Yuen 
 26. K. Cheung 

27. M. Buckman, MacDonald Elementary School / Aboriginal Focus School PAC 
 28. T. Bolotov 
 29. S. Fenton 
 30. T. Moore, Covenant House Vancouver 
 31. J. Heading 
 32. A. Was 
 33. M. Oger 
 34. N. McCutcheon 
  
V. Resolution to Rise and Report from the Committee-of-the-Whole 
 
VI.   Resolution to Reconvene the Board Meeting 
 
VII. Adjournment 

































































































































 
 

 
SPECIAL BOARD / COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 

Education Centre - Boardroom 
5:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

 
Delegation​:  

Sir William MacDonald Elementary School / Aboriginal Focus School Parent Advisory Council (PAC)  
 

Regarding:  
Public Consultation​ ​on 2017/2018 Preliminary Budget Proposals

 
 

Speaker 1:   Michele Buckman - Budget Cuts Not in Line with Reconciliation: 

 

Introduction - My name is Michele Buckman and I am a parent at the Aboriginal Focus School at 

MacDonald Elementary.  

 

Before I begin, I would like to comment that Aboriginal Education Fund cut ignores the advocacy 

efforts of Aboriginal parents at AFS over the last few years.  

 

Moving forward, I would like to see a meaningful financial commitment to Reconciliation and the 

Aboriginal Education Enhancement Agreement (AEEA) in the VSB Budget and insist that the Board 

make no cut to the Aboriginal Education Fund.  

 

Cutting funding for Aboriginal Education while school outcomes for Aboriginal learners are abysmal 

is not in line with Reconciliation.  

 

And what about the AEEA?   How does this budget demonstrate the Board of Education’s 

commitment to that agreement? For Aboriginal parents that agreement means more than just 

tracking data.  

 

I heard your Associate Superintendent state earlier that the District will still receive the Provincial 

Supplementary Grant for Aboriginal learners.   As you know, the AEEA is a tripartite agreement 

between local First Nations, School Districts and the Province. The Provincial Supplementary Funding 

for Aboriginal Learners indicates the Province’s financial commitment to Aboriginal Education . 1

From the perspective of an Aboriginal parent, a 75% cut to the Aboriginal Education Fund does not 

demonstrate the Board’s financial commitment to the AEEA.  

 

Now, I would like to comment on the budget document itself.  The presented impact of cutting this 

fund is misleading to reviewers because the impact of cutting this fund is narrowly defined (as a 

reduction in staffing and supplies).  It’s a slight of hand gesture to give the false sense that a cut in 

this budget item is benign.  If the fund is only for hiring Aboriginal Teachers - then there is no clear 

plan, indication or acknowledgement that the Board plans to investigate the structural barriers to 

enrolment or the institutional barriers in hiring Teachers.  

 

1 ​(whether it is enough is a separate but related matter, the Province should be investing in 
Education and it’s Citizens, not pitting parent groups against each other) 

1 



 

Here is an example of an enrolment barrier at AFS:  Parents have worked hard to encourage other 

families to enroll their children in the kindergarten program at AFS because that is the entry point 

into growing enrolment at the school.   Making  staffing decisions at AFS based on spring 

Kindergarten registration is a barrier to enrolment at AFS that comes up at our school each year. 

Each year that policy effectively prevents additional staffing of Aboriginal Teachers and Support 

workers at AFS and turns families away from registering their children in the Fall.  

 

Speaking to the issue of hiring barriers, each year Aboriginal Teachers are graduating from SFU and 

UBC!  There are qualified Aboriginal teachers in Vancouver.   There needs to be a review of all 

policies for identification of structural barriers before you can decide that it is too hard or impossible 

to locate Aboriginal teachers  whether they are union related or otherwise and spend this fund.   In 

fact, I would like to see the VSB commit to a clear hiring target for Aboriginal Teachers and Support 

Staff at AFS and throughout the District and work hard to remove barriers to meet that target.  

 

But who says the Aboriginal Education Fund can only be used in such a limited way and what does 

that say about reconciliation?  Crystal Smith has already spoken to the potential broader use of the 

fund for the Board this evening.   I insist that you to adopt her recommendations immediately. 

 

I also wonder who gets to decide this narrow definition of what an “Aboriginal Education” fund 

includes and what that says about this Board’s commitment to reconciliation?  How were Aboriginal 

parents involved in that decision making process? 

 

Now, the Public Survey on the budget.  I was disappointed to see Aboriginal Education lumped in 

with other priority areas like athletics!   How does that align with reconciliation and what message 

do you think that sends to Aboriginal parents and communities?   Aboriginal Education is not an 

extracurricular activity.   Aboriginal parents are not a special interest group either.   The unique 

status of Aboriginal people in this country are enshrined in the Constitution of this country.   This 

survey and budget are insulting.  

 

With regards to closing Adult education centre's, these centre's are a second chance for Aboriginal 

learners who have been streamlined into certificate programs that often do not equip them with the 

prerequisites to enter into further training and education for future employment, they are also 

important to mature learners.  I've heard many touching comments today from the students at 

these centres.   Closing these centre's closes doors to opportunities for students who need them and 

sets up more barriers to education and future employment opportunities.  Do you care about 

budgets or do you care about people?  Who is Education intended to serve?  Shutting down schools 

and cutting funding is not the answer to the Vancouver School District’s deficit.   The Provincial 

Government needs to invest in public education!    What about ​their​ surpluses?   This Board should 

stand with Parents and say enough is enough. 

 

I heard the Associate Superintendent state earlier in response to Crystal that the VSB annual surplus 

is a result of unspent funds in Aboriginal Education.    I disagree, ​the unspent funds are not a surplus, 

they are a missed opportunity to honour the relationship between the district and Aboriginal people 

in Vancouver. 

 

Thank you,  
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