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Message from the Principal 

Dear Lord Byng Parents, Students and Community Members, 
 
The semester model of teaching and learning has now been officially endorsed by the VSB as the preferred model of instruction 
by the District as outlined in the recent update to our community in a letter sent out this week: 
 
“After an extensive engagement process, the District made the decision to continue with the semester model. In alignment 
with the Education Plan, student voices were centered in this decision. The results of the student survey indicated that 67.76 
per cent of participating students preferred the semester model. See the engagement summary report for more details. In 
addition, there will also be an increase in Flexible Instructional Time (FIT) to 160 minutes per week (from 100 minutes) at all 
VSB secondary schools.” 
 
Staff will be working to develop our new schedule for the 2023-24 school year and will continue with the course planning 
process as scheduled. Any new updates regarding FIT time will be communicated with parents and students as soon as the 
information has been formalized by the District. 
 
Wishing you all an enjoyable restful weekend! 
 
Mr. Wilmann 

 
School News  

Thanks everyone for a great start to the New Year 2023 and for bringing your expertise, energy, and your joy of learning to 
life for all our students! 
 
Although it was a short week it was an incredibly important one and will support our learners for the year ahead and to set the 
stage for the completion of Semester 1 which will end on January 31st and the start of the Semester 2 that starts on February 
3rd.  
Key learning opportunities this week focused on our Pillars of learning including:  
 

• Reconciliation through Indigenous Teaching and Learning 

• Student Engagement  

• Inclusion and Diversity  

• Social and Emotional Learning 

As we continue to support our learners with the support of these important Pillars of Learning in the year ahead, we will be 
meeting as a staff to building on the experiences from the past few years and updating our School Plan in alignment with the 
Ministry of Education’s stated mandate to engage all learners and to develop the attributes of the Educated Citizen and with 
the new VSB Ed. Plan 2026. 
 
Our Staff Meeting and Collaborative Planning session on Thursday January 12th will provide an important opportunity for our 
staff to provide input and ideas as we lay out our school plan for the next three years. 
Meantime our highlights from the week just gone are below. 
 

Highlights from the Week, January 3rd-6th:  
Reconciliation Through Indigenous Teaching and Learning:  Welcome Back and welcome to 
the Forest! 
The week began for students in Mr. McKeen’s Senior Indigenous Studies Social Studies class 
with a walk in the woods!!! 
 
Figure 1 Senior Indigenous Studies students begin the 2023 year exploring the local Pacific Spirit Park in a place 
based learning opportunity 

https://bcforhighschool.gov.bc.ca/offshore/bc-curriculum-assessment-overview/the-educated-citizen/#:~:text=BC's%20Curriculum%20enables%20students%20to,critical%20analysis%20and%20independent%20reasoning.
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/page/4996/education-plan-2026
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Figure 2 Mr. McKeen leads a discussion with senior Social Studies students on the themes of Reconciliation and Reclamation. 

 
With the immediate access to some of the most incredible natural spaces in the city if not 
on the planet, Mr. Mckeen began his first class of the 2023 school year with a walk into 
Pacific Spirit Park. Taking advantage of the school’s proximity to the Camosun Bog and with 
it the incredibly rich history of the Musqueam people that have inhabited these lands for 
thousands of years, Mr. McKeen began the class discussing two important themes, firstly 
Reconciliation and secondly “Reclamation”.  
 
All the students were familiar with the word Reconciliation, but the term “reclamation” was 

a new one in which Mr. Mckeen highlighted the recent “Land Back” slogan that is currently being used to support Indigenous land 
claim rights in British Columbia and throughout the country. Giving examples of the Tsawwassen Nation as well as more closely 
the Three Nations (Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Wauthuth development project on the Jericho lands. Mr. Mckeen 
explained that these examples were economic developments were a tangible form of Reconciliation and aligned with the 
concept of “Reclamation”, a process that allowed Indigenous communities to realize their economic potential and to support 
the process of healing and rebirth. Other examples of “reclamation” included language, culture and art and represented a 
rebirth of the rich diversity of Indigenous peoples in Canada. 
 
 

Reconciliation Through Indigenous Teaching and Learning: FAB Assembly with 
Richard Van Camp 
Another opportunity for students to experience the richness of our collective 
Reconciliation journey took place on Wednesday during the first FAB assembly of 2023.  
The presenter for this assembly was Indigenous Cree artist Richard Van Camp. 
Broadcasting through Teams to the school from his home in Edmonton Alberta Richard 
Van Camp engaged and enthralled an auditorium filled with a rich description of his 
personal life story and career as an accomplished author, script writer and producer.  
Amongst the highlights of this truly engaging dialogue with the audience Van Camp told a 
spine-chilling ghost story from one of his novels!! 
 
Thanks to Byng Arts Head and Fine Arts Department Head Mr. Jon Hartley-Folz for 
organizing this event and for providing another rich learning opportunity for our students 
to experience the richness of our Indigenous communities. 
 
 

 
 
 
Student Engagement Through Active Learning: Capstone Project Reaches Completion 
Students in Grade 12 having been working hard since the start of Grade 11 to complete their Capstone 12 projects. One student 
whose project has been taking shape since the beginning of September is now up on the hallway outside of the auditorium on 
the main floor of the building.  
Using the concept of self-reflection and cultural identity the young artist spent the winter break in the building working on this 
inspiring artwork. 

Figure 3 Richard Van Camp facilitated a dialogue with Byng students 
through teleconference at the opening FAB assembly of 2023 

https://www.inspirejericho.ca/
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Here is a statement about this project by the artist Serena Yu: 
My mural is a depiction of an Asian girl half submerged in a lily pond. The 
Asian girl is referenced from myself; however, I feel it could also represent the 
large Asian population in our school. The lilies are reminiscent of my heritage 
and memories of visiting China. A large part of my growth in high school has 
been the acceptance of my Chinese heritage, and this mural pays homage to 
myself and my culture. The goal of this mural is to create a prettier visually-
appealing space for the students in our school. With Byng Arts, our school has 
so many talented creative minds, and yet we don’t see much of it represented 
in our school building. As a grade 12, I also want to leave my mark on the 
school, literally, before I graduate. It’s always been a goal of mine io to paint a 
mural, and I feel that this is the perfect opportunity. 

 

 
Student Engagement Through “Hands On” Learning: Grade 9 Drama Production  
Students in Mr. Thiessen’s Grade 9 Drama class were back at it this week putting final changes to the first theatre production of 
the year that begins with the opening lines: 
 “One cold, clear, winter night, as the northern lights hover in the star-filled sky above, the residents of Almost, Maine, find 
themselves falling in and out of love in unexpected and hilarious ways. Knees are bruised. Hearts are broken. But the bruises 
heal, and the hearts mend—almost—in this delightful midwinter night’s dream.” 
 

 
Magnificent work Mr. Thiessen, great show!!! 
 
 

 
Inclusion and Diversity: Planning for the Year of the 
Rabbit  
With the Lunar New Year around the corner, our Byng SWIS worker 
Ms. Janet Chung is working with her incredible Project 3-B Club, 
parents, and community volunteers to prepare this year’s 
celebrations to acknowledge the start of the new year. 

 
For all staff planning to celebrate and acknowledge this important cultural event in their classes here are some important dates 
to take note of: 
 
Chinese Lunar New Year 2023—or, rather, New Year 4721—will take place on Sunday, 22 January 2023 in Asia—the beginning 
of the Year of the Rabbit, ending the Year of the Tiger. 
 
Thanks, Ms. Chung, for your leadership we look forward to the Lunar New Year celebration events that will be taking place at 

our school on January 30th!!! 

 
Social and Emotional Learning: Counsellors Welcome Students Back to School  
Throughout the week the Counselling Team met with students providing guidance and 
support and planning for next year through the course selection process.  
One of the new additions to our incredible team is Mr. Daniel Bagnall who presented the 

course selection options for the Grade 8 students.   
Thanks to all our counsellors for your incredible work to support our students!!! 
Have a great week LB and thanks for all that you do to inspire, engage and prepare our 
students for our complex 21st Century Global community!!! 
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Semester Turnaround Days  
Semester Turnaround Days – February 1 & 2 Semester Turnaround Days are February 1 and 2.  
There are no classes scheduled and students may be at school to see teachers and/or complete work, quiz/test at a teacher’s 
request.  Extra-curricular activities are not taking place during regular school.  
 
Collaborative Dates/ Schedule  

 
 

2022/2023 Lord Byng Calendars 
Please click HERE to see a list of important dates for the 2022-2023 school calendar, including school opening day as well 
as a list of vacation days, professional development days and parent conference dates. 
 
Vancouver Coastal Health – When Should I Keep My Sick Child Home from School?  
Please click here for more information.  
 
School Parking Lot  
Dear Parents and Students,  
Parents and students should not be in the parking lot during school hours.  This pertains to both in and out of the car.   
Also, reminder below:  
Due to a serious safety issue, we are asking all parents to:  

• please do not park on Wallace Street  

• please do not drive through the staff parking lot 

• please do not use the drive through at the Lord Byng front entrance  

If you need to drop off your child, please consider doing so a few blocks away. We appreciate your cooperation in making sure 
that the safety of your child is of the utmost importance to us.   
 
Thank you, Mr. Wilmann 
 
Lockers Update  
Please do not store valuables in your lockers and ensure that lockers are locked.  
If you don’t need a locker, please do not take one as we do not have enough. If you signed up for a locker and didn’t put a lock 
on before Oct 31st , we will reassign that locker to another student.   
If you did not select a locker online but placed your lock on a locker, please remove it or it will be cut off.   
 
Choir and Strings Concert – January 17th and 19th at 6:30pm 
Ms. Lisa Lan and Ms. Ruth Anderson are excited to join together in a winter music celebration of both Choir and Strings 
music.  Due to limited seating, family and friends are welcome to attend, but only with a ticket.  Please see Ms. Lan or Ms. 
Anderson for ticketing sign-up.  Thank you, and we look forward to performing for you in a couple of weeks! 
 

2023 Strings Online Donation (open all year long).   
School Cash Online: https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/1869/196/false/true/ 
 
* Most importantly, parents need to indicate the Lord Byng Strings name for the funds to go directly to the program. 
 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/lord-byng/_ci/p/60892
https://sbvsbstorage.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/medialib/when-to-keep-sick-kids-home-from-school-2.79543161093.pdf
https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/1869/196/false/true/
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Numeracy 10 Assessment Jan 23-25, 2023 / Literacy 12 Assessment January 25th, PM 
All Grade 11 students, along with the Grade 12s who are missing this grad requirement will be writing this assessment. Students 
will be notified which of the 3 days they will write, and the time. All assessments will be in the library. Literacy 12 assessment is 
also being offered on Wednesday, January 25th pm for all grade 12’s who did not write in November and those with scores 
below 3.  
 

PAC News  
PAC MEETING NEXT WEEK- Please join us for our next PAC Meeting on Wednesday, January 18th at 7:00pm in the school 
Library (a link to listen virtually will also be sent out next week).  

CURRICULUM NIGHTS: The Counseling Department will be offering  two online Curriculum nights for parents  with the 
assistance of the PAC. This is an opportunity for parents to gain a better understanding of the course selection process, 
graduation requirements and have the opportunity to ask questions.  Chinese speaking PAC Executive members will be available 
to translate questions if needed.  Please mark your calendars for 7pm on January 19 (current G10/G11 students) and 7pm 
January 26 (for current G8/G9 students) Login details to follow. 

THANK-YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! –  A very big thank-you to everyone who has donated to the annual PAC fundraising 
campaign  - we have raised over $32,000! These funds really do make a difference and  will allow us to support some important 
funding requests. If you would still like to make a donation please go to  SchoolCashOnline. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING WALKS IN PACIFIC SPIRIT PARK. For Parents who would like to enjoy nature while making new 
connections in the Byng community, please join us for our Wednesday walks. All are welcome. We will meet at the steps at the 
front of the school on Wed January 18th, 2023 at 9:00 am.   Pls RVSP to Nora at noradyng@hotmail.com  
  
CHINESE PARENT SUPPORT INFORMATION:  

每周学校新闻的中文版和中文播报将更新在PAC 官网上 

PAC 邮箱接受中文邮件，中国家长可以将他们的问题或者疑虑发中文邮件到lordbyngschoolpac@gmail.com 

PAC 会议上可以用中文在现场提问或者在ZOOM 上发消息提问，我们会有翻译服务。 

Thanks for your support!  
 
2022/2023 School Fees 
Payment for school fees via SchoolCash Online . 

 
Counselling Department Update 

Welcome Mr. Bagnall 
Counsellors wanted to say a big welcome to our new counsellor Mr. Daniel Bagnall. Mr. Bagnall will be responsible for students 
with last names A-Gr. He is replacing Ms. Chittenden, who has moved and is missed dearly. Mr. Bagnall's email 
is dbagnall@vsb.bc.ca 
   

Semester 2 Course Changes 
Any students who are needing a course change for semester 2 can come by and see their counsellor on February 1 
(Wednesday). Counsellors will be available from 9am to 3pm. We wanted to let you know that the timetable is very full and that 
we will do our best to accommodate any student request; however, please note that some changes may not be possible due to 
limited capacity in classes. Students' timetables can be accessed and viewed by logging into My Education BC.  

  
Course Selection Presentations for Students and Parents           
Counsellors finished hosting Course Selection presentations for grade 8s, 9s, 10s and 11s. These presentations took place this 
and last week in our school auditorium. Following the student presentations, we will host a junior (grade 8 and 9) on January 19 

https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/1869/196/false/true?fundDestination=S-Lord%20Byng%20PAC
http://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/lord-byng/About-Us/Publications/Documents/sbfile/220818/2022-2023%20School%20Fees.pdf
https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com/
mailto:dbagnall@vsb.bc.ca
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and a senior (grade 10 and 11) on January 26 course selection presentation for our parents via Zoom. PAC will host both of 
these events and our counsellors will present. The details with the links will be emailed closer to the date. All the info regarding 
course planning will be on our school website: Course Planning (Please note that we are still editing this page.) Students will 
need to enter their course requests in MyEd by logging into MyEd, clicking on MyInfo (on the top left) and then Requests (side 
left). Student course requests entry into MyEd will be due by February 15.  
 

Student Needing Help with Course Requests Entry 

Counsellors will be available to help any students who need help entering their course selection into MyEd during Fit in 
the computer lab inside the library.  The dates for this will be: January 31, Feb. 2, Feb. 7 and Feb. 14.  
 

TREK  
The TREK Outdoor Education program is an integrated outdoor education program for Grade 10 students offered by the 
Vancouver School Board at Prince of Wales Secondary School. 
  
The program is open to all grade 10 students in Vancouver and students need to apply during their grade 9 year.   For 
more information, please visit the TREK website  http://www.trekoutdoorprogram.ca/procedures-and-timeline 

  
Counselling Teams  
Counsellors have set up Counselling Teams for each grade. Yes, we realize that this is another place where students have to 
check but it is the most official and efficient way for us to give our students information about various topics: graduation, post-
secondary options, scholarships, and mental health resources, to name a few. Please if you are a new student to Byng let your 
counsellor know so that we can add you to your respective Counselling Team eg. Grade 12s (Counselling 2022/23) , Grade 11 
(Counselling 2022/23) ...  
  
Byng Project 3B helps Organize the Lunar New Year Celebration 2023 on Jan 30th! 
As it is about time to say goodbye to the Year of the Tiger and usher in the Year of the Rabbit, Byng Project 3B is organizing a 
Lunar New Year Celebration to bring festivity and add excitement to the school! 
In addition to the spectacular Double Lion Dance and Kung Fu Exhibition to welcome the Year of the Rabbit, students and 
parents are working hard to plan programs and practice performances, hoping to bring joy as well as share the tradition and 
culture with the school community!  

Here are some of preview of the celebration 
performances: 
 
Fiona Deng, Kelly Ma, Anna Wang, Ailin Li (front left to 
right), Sophie Jiang, Elsa Yao, Ella Mo and Katie Guo (back 
left to right) from Byng Project 3B Chinese Dance Team 
spent weeks to prepare an elegant Chinese Dance for the 
Lunar New Year Celebration!  

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/lord-byng/page/2820/course-planning
http://www.trekoutdoorprogram.ca/procedures-and-timeline
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Dressed in beautiful Chinese traditional dance 
costumes are our talented and dedicated parents 
from the newly formed Byng SWIS Parent Dance 
Team, including Manna Liu, Monica Wu, Na Man, 
Shirley Wang, Sophie Yang Nancy Fan (back left to 
right) Rachael Chen, Ting Liu, Daisy Li, Belinda Bai 
(Leader & Choreographer), Sarah Feng and Nancy 
Fan (Front left to right). They will wow the 
audience on the event day! 
 
 
Byng Project 3B Chinese Instrument Team will use 
the Pipa, Erhu, and Guzheng together with Cellos 
and Flute to perform 2 delightful Chinese popular 
repertoires for the audience to enjoy. From left to 

right are Bob Zheng, Celine Yang, Mike Qiu, Rebecca Yu, Serena Lu, Steve Ping, Sophie Yang, Melanie Li (Leader), Karen Quan 
and Nicole Zhang.  
 

 
More updates to follow next week… 
 
Byng Project 3B Planning Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Byng Arts  
New Applicants to the Program 
Thank you to everyone who submitted their application packages on time.  
 
Confirmation messages have been sent out to all complete applications. We will continue to review the contents of your 
submission and send out our invitations to the auditions at the end of the month. Please keep the following dates available: 

February 9th – 10th In-Person Interviews/Auditions 

 
Visit our website for the most up to date information: http://byng2.vsb.bc.ca/byngarts/  
 
Requirements for each audition will be posted in the Selection Process section of our website – you can read them over and get 
start preparing. (Click here to go to the Selection Process section). 
 
PASSPORTS, PASSPORTS, PASSPORTS 
Byng Arts Passport: passport.lordbyng.net  
Passports are due at the end of January. 
 
How many events have you completed?  All students will need a minimum of 7 events by January - don’t delay, get going today. 
Everyone who completes 7 events will be put in a prize draw, if you go over 7 events your name will be put in more times. Draw 
will take place in March just before the break. 

http://byng2.vsb.bc.ca/byngarts/
http://byng2.vsb.bc.ca/byngarts/sProcess.html
http://passport.lordbyng.net/
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Below are some of the latest passport opportunities  

 
If you are having trouble with your passport account, make sure to read the detailed instructions on Teams or contact Mr. 
Hartley-Folz (jhartley@vsb.bc.ca) to get things sorted before the deadline. 

 
Byng Arts Student Council Info 
Student council meets every Thursday face to face in room A223.  Everyone is welcome. 
Use the link on Teams to go to the Student Council Channel to read the minutes from our meetings, ask questions, or contact 
council on Instagram (@byngartstudentcouncil) 
 
Meeting Details:  
 
I LOVE YOU A LATTE COFFEEHOUSE February 13th :  Coffeehouse auditions are on January 30th and 31st during lunch, FIT, and 
after school!  
 
Sign up for coffeehouse auditions are open! Fill out this form https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSxxkkzqW-
Vn2z4UrS8u2--26czOtlFsG3e2PlnS5-v8mAmQ/viewform to apply!  
 
GALA THEME: 
Vote for the Gala theme of 2023-2024! Gala will happen December 2, 2023 at the Roundhouse. Help us get started with 
planning by choosing from one of the themes below: 

• Toys & Games 

• Winter Wonderland 

• Steampunk/Cyberpunk 

• Movies-Lights, Camera, Action 

• Fairytales 
 
Click here to vote: https://forms.gle/bdZry3vB2KcKHRb38 

 
CAN YOU DANCE?: 
Our yearly teacher dance off will take place on March 10, 2023! Be prepared to sign up for tickets to witness your favourite 
teachers show off their groovy moves. 
 
PASSPORT:  Don’t forget to check your passport! Make sure you have at least 7 badges :) 

 
Contact Mr. Hartley-Folz if you have any Byng Arts questions (jhartley@vsb.bc.ca) 

mailto:jhartley@vsb.bc.ca
https://www.instagram.com/byngartstudentcouncil/?hl=en
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSxxkkzqW-Vn2z4UrS8u2--26czOtlFsG3e2PlnS5-v8mAmQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSxxkkzqW-Vn2z4UrS8u2--26czOtlFsG3e2PlnS5-v8mAmQ/viewform
https://forms.gle/bdZry3vB2KcKHRb38
mailto:jhartley@vsb.bc.ca
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